A Short History of Beck House, Nettleham.

19t April 2022

Beck House probably dates back over 700 years to the early 14" century and is
thought to be oldest private dwelling still standing in Nettleham, retaining
much of its original form.

It is thought provoking to take a moment and think of the events that have
shaped our lives in that time, from the end of the 100 years war in medieval
times, the Tudor, Stuart, Georgian and Victorian ages, the ‘wars to end all
wars’ of the 20" century, to the present day.

Pearls of wisdom...

Luckily in the 20" Century, Nettleham was blessed with a resident dedicated
Amateur Historian, Florence Baker, who published her work in 1938. This interesting
and highly respected lady had a famous Grandfather and mentor, one Henry Winn
who was a renowned 19" century Lincolnshire historian who lived until his 98" year,
producing a mass of work which is treasured to this day as part of the Lincolnshire
Historical Archives. Florence spent many hours in the newly opened Lincolnshire
Archives, researching Nettleham history and would have no doubt been influenced
by Henry Winn’s work when conducting her own research. You can learn more about
Henry Winn by clicking here

Additional to this, we have also more recent information, or ‘pearls of wisdom’, from
Pearl Vose who has written her own book containing photographs and information
concerning families and history in Nettleham’s more recent past.

And finally, our own research, using the Lincolnshire Archives, British Newspaper
Archive, Land registry and Census records.

Early History, the story begins ...

In her research, back in the 1930’s Florence writes - King Edward 15t stayed in
Nettleham on the 25" January 1301 as the guest of Bishop D’ Alderby. At this time,
the Church would was about 75 years old, still fresh and bright, an impressive sight,
central to the community. The population of Nettleham measured in the low
hundreds and private dwellings would have been constructed from mud and stud;
they are long gone, but Florence states that Beck House, then known as ‘Pond
House’™ would probably have already been built by then and home to someone of
substantial means, along with a handful of other stone buildings.

This, of course, would date the house as 14" century at least, rather than the 16"
century stated by ‘Historic England’. What we can see today is that surviving original
timbers are joined together without nails and metal fittings, using wooden pegs.

There is then a time gap to the ca. 1777 Inclosure Act. This Act brought about
massive changes to society and the countryside, creating farmsteads much as we
know them today, albeit smaller ones. Florence writes that it was this Act that
brought about the sale of Beck House by Lord Monson in order to buy land and that
Beck House was originally ‘Lord Monson’s ancient Homestead’. We may assume
this is the same family line of Lord Monson, who are now based nearby in Burton.


https://www.bookstalksandtours.co.uk/thewinnlegacyproject/

In ancient times prior to the Inclosure Act, settlements like Nettleham often had a
‘pinfold’ or ‘pound’ where stray animals were enclosed before being reclaimed by
their owners or sold on if unclaimed. After the Inclosure Act, these ‘pounds’ became
less important because animals could not stray so easily for obvious reasons.

In Nettleham we can imagine the ‘pound’ was probably particularly important as
animals would stray onto the Bishop’s or Lord’s private land. Florence again writes
that Nettleham’s ‘pound’ was located on Mill Hill to the east and west of The Beck,
which is of course adjacent to Beck House. It is likely the house have was connected
to the management of this ‘pound’.
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See above a plan of the house and land as sold in 1906, outlined in red showing its
land extending beyond the Beck and up Mill Hill. Is this therefore the site of the
ancient pound?



So, was the name ‘Pond House’ a semantic development of ‘Pound House’?
Certainly, there was a pond nearby the house but it seems was still in existence in
the early part of the 20™ century, yet the house was already by then being referred to
as ‘Beck House’, long before the pond disappeared. In the 1891 census, the property
is definitively called ‘Beck House’, despite the pond still being in existence.

At this 1891 census, Beck House was owned and occupied by a farmer called
William Parker, his wife Annie and two of their children. There is also a Sick Nurse,
Kate Pointon from Louth living there.

Ten years later, at the 1901 census, Annie is no longer listed and given the presence
of a sick nurse at the 1891 census, has presumably died. A different son, Stephen is
listed, both he and his father are farmers of ‘own account’ and Gertrude Parker is
now stated to be ‘housekeeper’.

The Parkers had become an influential family in Nettleham during the 18" and 19"
century owning many properties and we assume William Parker was part of this
family. It was Zebedee Parker who also had a son of the same name who amassed
land and property and they may well have established, amongst other enterprises, a
‘general store’ in the Village. Several Parker family graves can be found adjacent to
the entrance to the church, to your left as you approach from the north.

By 1872 though, the Mansford family had arrived in Nettleham from Aubourn and
they became influential in the village, quickly building and owning a substantial
Grocery and Drapery store overlooking The Green on Walnut Close (where the Co-
op now stands) and also building the large ‘Red House’ at 16 The Green, as well as
owning many other properties. Herbert was the first person in Nettleham to own a
car which je often used for good deeds, such as taking locals to visit relatives in
hospital.

The Mansford’s were also instrumental in the building of the Wesleyan Chapel on the
High Street.

Alfred and Herbert outside their new store in1897;




] ¥l ' X 1
' o ealnitin_ L ! to vilin the Bouaduies of tho , Page
' ddministrative County of, e _l Tho undarmantioned Houees are Il{l;n\: v:'..p e M}“m i i g
Oinl Pusish iyl Taronge Hmipet- Yol Qrsachaior Homer ‘ o ““;“m,
4 ] j i | «% m dupdborrol ﬁz' =@l.
‘ i ol el ol e - -
] -] T | B [~
oy I:ﬁﬂﬂl"ﬂ —

AGE luk
el

.
Fal mnmmum o FAME e Borasa of m{:‘“ iy
! sach Torme
] 0.0 TAME of HODSE mijg-é: b Haud ol Tamlly

4

] Merriugi | ik Fansie - d‘! - ’
hon (e J.Z'sm:;n. Llf)a#.’.w '.};:m-' J sﬁ | iy ;j ) fi z o
/‘?«(] ﬁ'm T /i 3, Hiput /i I i Linen

TUOPTIEI0N or OOCTPATION

Empleyer |5

ﬁﬁ ; "“f'”" awmm

A =2 ! : :
5 QupeoGo il /i }1} L= o
2 i O ity @ s | B b ) | 7]
Wl 1 fz.w;lﬂ{ &2 Ei :d}m‘ i ) (ID (N on ﬁumuﬁ't.’
o 7fr.4’ Rundim | Yonta | - N\ 11'4:,-41 "J}'mjf - | ;5? i )ﬂ;&ér
i+ 7.0 ¢ ang/ad| Fesd | I | Dodas 1 Ghoct | i m,f:f,-u
/H Jér Er/lfph.- J K:I ”f#ﬁ_ i J?‘;IL-ﬁ_. mu Mﬂ___

Q(n @'!“ iﬁ /:.J b

;a/i f/‘:&;?ﬂ A r%’m jrers 7< - :fb /// il

_[,_ X s /fi/&,_.!.’h

F
A

ol LY Hodil L ,Jf o : pl
Done T W v

71 Nl et /Mw A
T sl |
; L |
|t - ! X
| | " ?J | i .z'h'i }f - |
C—— %“T%L i S —
_..|______,— —-l %{”J“- Qu JDM'\- .&’ G l fA 7
I o . S -
| N T - | Qj, i
_M 4 N e
— & ﬁwﬂl T | (e d,
_| A ﬁ?_ML ': —_ ,;"- 3 ('i; ?:ﬂ
j:—-%— L el 1 Hod | T i | el X o i
{/ ﬂ : o= ﬁm«l—(ﬁj | ”I:&Yh {;I jb% X?V'P} r’?’fﬂwﬁ'flﬁﬂ | ¥ ';-f: r%'.lez?’r:f-i&-
:_______ O I . L_L—_ﬁ’ﬂ-——dl—-ag— e L o K [ e G’fn
| '___ - n){;' . (Jn u(.)m_ J m A .:7‘u %".’(‘-
ﬁﬁ/iﬁ%%%m L2 IR
L] || L %3@\ | i

Teial of Homm aad of

Tynensaty Witk Im] Tt of Meles and Vel /6 M’-
} SAuI

[

i Fivg Reomm ., é \ . I
Ewﬂmﬁm&wﬂuﬂ#wwqﬂphﬂmm ant i

[ SSSNRRRRERN

The 20" and 21° century

By 1906, William Parker had died, survived by his daughter Gertrude, what had
become of his two sons we are not sure. Gertrude decided to sell Beck House at
auction with its barn, stables, out-house, cowsheds, granary, loose boxes, crew
yards, orchard and yard for £260, along with the adjoining land on Mill Hill for £210.
The auction was held at The Plough and both lots sold to Mr Brooks of Lincoln.



Newspaper Report 1906;

Lincalashipe (,hnﬂl(;.'./ﬂ
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10n Tuwsday evenmiog, at the Plough Ioon, Nettle
" bam, seversl lots of propersy, situsse 10 the parish
- 80d slso st Lapgworth, weru submitsed by suction by
Mr. R. N. Whaley, of Liooulp. 10 acourdance with 1o
structions received from Miss Parker. Rettieham] the
trustes for sule. There was a lurge gathering pre
sent. The first lot consisted of & dwelling house ab
. known a8 House,”” with baro,
stables, vus-house, cowsheds, granary, looss boxes,
crewyarda, orchard, and yard, lasely cocupied by Mr.
Wilham Parker, deosssed This sold to Me. W, M,
Brooks, uf Lincule, for £260. A close of accommo
dation grass Inod, of 3a. 2r. Tk, at Nettlebam, lapsly
oucupied by Mr. Wm. Parker, fcrmed the s und lot,
and 1t was aocquired by thy same purchaser for £clU
The third lot was s cloee of arable land, situste Desr
the village, and contsiniog I0s. 3r. 26p., snd this was
alsu lasely ococuyied by Mr. Ww Paiker. deceased.
It was knocked down st £300 to Mr. Wm. Bailey.
The last lot consisted of & freehold dwe!ling house and
butcher’s shop, 1a the Vlllngﬂmm at Lapgworth,
oovupied by Mr. Owen sod Mr. Skelton, st £6 10s.
early, and weat a3 £79 oo Mr. Wm Lusby. Musers,
by and Epwoo. of Linocoln, were tbe solicigors

farmbouse and bwldioge, and 115, 3r. 38p. ol
land, st Bosson Wess, 10 the vcrupation of Couocsllor
E. Richardson, was offered st sucticn oo Wedneaday,



However, Mr Brooks did not own the property for long, if at all as the property
passed straight to Alfred Mansford, as seen in the Title Deeds:

16th November 1906
Stamp £2.10,0.

ABSTRACT OF THE TITLER
of MR. HERBERT ALFRED MANSFORD to property situate at Nettleham
in the County of Lineoln

BY INDRE of this dte md botwn GERTRUDE ANNIE PARKER of Nettleham in the Cpy of Lincoln Spinster (1) and
ALFRED MANSFORD of Nettleham afsd Groeer (2)

RECT¢ that Willien Farker late of Nettleham afsd Farmer deod was selsed amongst oer cophhold

heres in customary fee simple of the sopyhold heres thruar descbd sbit to the remts suits

and services thrfor due and of ¥t acoustomed and to a certain conditional Surremder thref to

the Rev, Edward Thory Marshall and Frederick Charles Marshall for sesurg the ppel sum of S400
weh hd since ba vacated éuly md his Will dtd the 24th April 1903 =nd thrby apptd the sd Gertrude
Annie Farker to be sole Extrix and Tree of that his Will and afr eertein devises and bequests
effectg the 5d copyhold heres the sd Testor devised All his lands messes and heres being of
oopyhold tenure To the use of soh person or persons and in sch masnner as his Tweeshld within 21
years afr his dedeasc Ly ony deed or deeds for the ppse of carryg imto effect any sale md undr
the trust thrmafr in that behsalf declared and appt snd in defeult of end until seh spptmt he
devised ins sa gopynols fsres umto and to the use of his Tree to be surrendered end disposed of
as she shld direot and the Testor declared thet his Tree shld sell osll in and convert into memey

- the sd copyhold heres and shld stand d of the ds throf upon sch trusts as were thm

dsolared of and concarng the zeme

AND EECTG that the sd Testor died on the 2nd September 1906 without hevwg revcked or altered
his sd Will so fer as the same was thrnbefe rectd and the sd Will was proved at the Lincolm
District Pbte Hegy on the 29th Oet. 1906

AND RECTG that in exercise of the trust for thet ppse contd im the sd Will the sd Gertrude

Armle Parker hd egrd to sell the copyhold heres thmar desebd to the s & Alfred Mansford at the

prise of EA70.

IT WAS WLINED thet in oomson of £,70 to the sd G, A, Parker pd by the sd A, Mansford (reot sto) the sd G. A.
Pariter s Tree in exercise of the pewer for that ppse given to her by the sd Will of the sd William Parker as
afsd and of all oer powers if any her thrumto enabling did thrby bargain sell and appt unto the sd A, Mensford

FIRSTLY ALL THAT mess or dwllghse called "Beok House" with the

barn stable outhouse cowsheds granery loose boxes crewyards orchard

and yard adjoing site at Nettloham afsd them late partly in the

uﬂmﬂnnfmlduummmllﬂhmhh
tion of Mr, Richard

SECONDLY ALL THAT ppty not the sbjt of this Abstract

T0 HOLD the same UNTO and TO THE USE nftMnd.A.lmltmilmmm“
Mﬂuﬁ:-wﬂ“&ladwhmdmw“ﬁnd&;-ﬁ "-‘\

services thrfor dus and of rt accustomed \
DULY EXED by the sd G, A. Parker snd ATTSTD N

Presented and Enrolled befe the Deputy Steward of the Manor of

Nettleham




The purchase of the house in 1906 by Alfred Mansford coincides with some
‘improvements’, possibly the first of any real substance since it was built, although
still fairly limited. Beck House was the last thatched roof house in Nettleham and in
1906 the thatch was removed and at the same time the southern half of the roof
frame was lifted slightly to create more headroom upstairs in this part of the house —
possibly to make room for a bathroom.

There are quite a few pictures of the house surviving from this period in its history ;
photography was becoming a middle-class hobby and, of course, Beck House was
interesting as the last thatched house. Below are the before and after pictures:

I}:;!ched Cottage,

So, look who takes credit for the picture below, none other than Alfred Mansford’s son, Herbert;

f




But later in 1906 the thatch has gone in favour of pantiles...

In those days Beck House was white washed and if you look carefully under the
eaves today traces of white wash can still be seen.

It seems though that at this time, there was a Mr Richardson living in Beck House,
he is referred to in the Deeds of 1906, so could this be the same Richardson who is
also mentioned in the Newspaper report of the auction? Or is he related to Mrs
Charlotte Mansford whose maiden name was Richardson?

Mr Richardson seems to have been a farming contractor for threshing and, much like
today, he would have had the machinery to do this as farms did not always want to
invest in modern machinery of their own. A woman called Alice Sawyer, yet another
well- known surname in the Village worked for Mr Richardson repairing machinery
belts. The Richardsons lived in Beck House until the late 1920’s, possibly as sole
occupants, but by the mid-thirties the Mansfords have took up residence and are
beginning to sell off building plots on Mill Hill .

Alfred Mansford had died in 1922 and Herbert Mansford lived in the ‘Red House’ at
this time (16 The Green) with his family. However, as they also owned Beck House,
the outbuildings and surrounding land on Mill Hill, his family would have had
considerable freedom. This would match the account Pearl Vose gives of Kathleen
Mansford’s early memories.

Herbert Mansford and his family continued living in Beck House throughout WW2
and post war. Herbert’'s daughter, Margaret married in 1950 but sadly his wife ‘Nellie’
died later the same year after a long illness. Herbert died in 1957 and his effects
were valued at £7,700 which was, of course, a substantial sum. Kathleen Mansford
later married and along with her brother sold the house to Mr and Mrs Woods in
1967. The house was Grade Il listed in 1966 and the barn and stables also Grade Il
listed in 1985.



Today...

Mrs Woods sold Beck House including the, by then, derelict barn and stables in
2011. The stables have now been converted into a successful holiday let and the
house itself has undergone sympathetic renovation and updates.Many people look at
the house and assume it has sunk into the ground; this is not the case and in fact
what they are looking at is a ramp built in front of the house so as to bridge the Beck
where once there was a ford.

So, is Beck House really the oldest private house in Nettleham?

Well, it very possibly is, and could be much older than was once thought, but there
are a handful of other properties in the village, still in existence, that may also claim
to date back a very long way.

What seems certain is that Beck House is the oldest private property still retaining
the majority of its original floor plan and external appearance that even today, would
still be recognisable to the original occupants.

Below are photos showing Beck House from similar positions on The Green, also
showing the location of Alfred Mansford’s store, where the Co-Op now stands.




